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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                           JULY 23, 2023 
 
 

WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY 
 

Today is the Third World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly. The theme for 2023 is “His mercy 
is from age to age” (Lk1:50), and serves as a reminder of the invaluable wisdom, experience, and 
love that older generations offer to society and the Church. Providence on the occasion of the 
World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly, instituted by the Supreme Pontiff on the fourth Sunday 
of the month of July, graciously grants the Plenary Indulgence, under the usual conditions 
(sacramental confession, Eucharistic communion and prayer according to the intentions of the 
Supreme Pontiff) to grandparents, the elderly and all the faithful who, motivated by a true spirit of 
penance and charity.  
 
Plenary Indulgence: 
 
A plenary indulgence (with the usual requirements) can be gained by visiting, in presence or 
virtually, through the media, the elderly in need or in difficulty. 
Also, those elderly who are sick elderly or housebound for serious reason, can also gain a plenary 
indulgence when they "unite spiritually with the sacred services of the World Day, offering to the 
Merciful God their prayers, and the pains and sufferings of their lives.  
 
 

GOD, THE PATIENT FARMER 
 

Today's parable is Christ's answer to the question so frequently asked: "Why does God permit evil 
to triumph so often in this world, why are the wicked allowed to prosper?" The triumph of the 
wicked is short-lived, the reward of the Christian who suffers from their wickedness is everlasting. 
The very wickedness and injustices of evildoers are one of the ways that God uses to perfect his 
elect. It is only on a battlefield that a true soldier can be proved. 
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In the parable, the weed does not destroy the wheat. It only 
makes it more difficult for the wheat to grow to maturity. So, it is 
with the Christian. No one can take his faith from him, but living 
up to it is made more difficult by the evil influence and bad 
example of sinners. If some succumb to this evil influence and 
give up the practice of their faith, the fault is theirs. God can 
force no man to serve him. 
 
The patience of the farmer in letting the weed grow on until 
harvest time, exemplifies the infinite mercy of God toward 
sinners. The weed could not change its nature, but the sinner 
can change his ways and God gives him every chance and 
every help to do this, up to his last moment of life. No sinner 
will be excluded from heaven because of the sins he committed but because he did not repent of 
these sins while he had the opportunity. 
 
We must learn a double lesson of patience from this parable. First, to be patient with those who 
make our spiritual progress more difficult for us—they are actually helping us to be better 
Christians if we bear with patience the injuries, they inflict on us. Second, we must try to imitate the 
patience God shows in his dealings with sinners. While we must not approve of their evil deeds, or 
their sins, we must still look on them as our brothers and do all in our power to put them back on 
the right road to heaven. We can do this by good example, and by fervent prayer for their 
conversion. This is not easy for human nature, but we can be certain that God will give us the 
necessary grace and strength to subdue our natural weakness and aversion if we try to act with 
charity and true brotherly interest toward our erring fellowmen. 
 
By acting thus, we will not only be helping a weak brother on the rugged road to heaven, we will 
also be making doubly sure of our own arrival there, for God will never be outdone in generosity. 
CATHOLIC CULTURE - Excerpted from The Sunday Readings by Fr. Kevin O'Sullivan, O.F.M. 
 

PRAYER FOR SAFETY IN HURRICANE SEASON 

O God, Master of this passing world, hear the humble voices of your children. 
The Sea of Galilee obeyed Your order and returned to its former quietude. 

You are still the Master of land and sea. 
We live in the shadow of a danger over which we have no control: 

the Gulf, like a provoked and angry giant, can awake from its seeming lethargy, overstep its 
conventional boundaries, invade our land, and spread chaos and disaster. 

During this hurricane season we turn to You, O loving Father. 
Spare us from past tragedies whose memories are still so vivid and whose wounds seem to refuse 

to heal with passing of time. 
O Virgin, Star of the Sea, our beloved Mother, we ask you to plead with your Son on our behalf, so 
that spared from the calamities common to this area and animated with a true spirit of gratitude, we 

will walk in the footsteps of your Divine Son to reach the heavenly Jerusalem, where a stormless 
eternity awaits us.     Amen. 

 
FOOD PANTRY  

 
Please remember the food pantry at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Grove City. They are always in 
need of non-perishable (and unopened) food items. Please take advantage of those BOGO (buy 
one get one free) items at the local grocery stores. Please place donated items in the plastic bin 
under the table inside the church.  


