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THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD JANUARY 7, 2024
TUESDAY ADORATION

Dear People of God,

Holy Hour is every Tuesday at 10:00 am. We will start with Exposition of the Blessed Eucharist, then
silent adoration, and ending with Benediction at 11:00 am. This is a beautiful opportunity to spend time
before our Lord and to offer prayers for our needs. It is my hope that we pray for vocations to the
priesthood and the religious life during this time with Jesus, as well as the renewal of Church in the
Eucharist the world over. May this time before Jesus bring us grace and healing. Prayers of Adoration
may be found on the table in back of church.

Father Anthony

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS

All couples celebrating 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, or more than 50 years of marriage are invited by Bishop
Frank J. Dewane to an Anniversary Mass in their honor. The Anniversary Masses will be celebrated in
two locations: 11 a.m., Saturday, February 3 at St. Leo the Great Parish, 28290 Beaumont Road,
Bonita Springs, and 11:00 a.m., Saturday, February 24 at Epiphany Cathedral, 350 Tampa Avenue
West, Venice. Please contact the parish office for reservations no later than one week before the event
you choose to attend. Our telephone number is 941-964-2254.

SHOES FOR KIDS

As is our custom each year, we have placed a shoe box on the table in the rear of the church for
donations for Christmas gifts to the children of the migrant families of St. Paul's Parish of Arcadia.
Please make checks out to: Catholic Charities of DeSoto County. Do not make check out to Our Lady
of Mercy. Thank you for your generous support.

OFFICE OF FAMILY LIFE / JESUS AND THE EUCHARIST VIDEO SERIES

Jesus and the Eucharist is a seven-part video series in partnership with the Augustine Institute, the
USCCB, and the National Eucharistic Congress. Learn more about the Jesus and the Eucharist
Series and access the first video in English and Spanish (and many other video and audio resources)
on the USCCB Learn Platform with the National Eucharistic Revival, web address:
eucharisticrevival.org/jesus-and-the-eucharist?


https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F44hmv1lj.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me%2FL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fnam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%3Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Femail-mg.flocknote.com%25252Fc%25252FeJxMUs2SqjwUfBpnp5Wc_BAWLgYtvP7gHUcvUTYWCUEEBAYYGH36r9BZfJvT9Knu5lRXoqmFCVj0zUwxt6mFkRD0LZkqREkYaaSwskJbaaUiyzYKIA6ZpYG_XaeAgCAbU2whjGBClTDacKWMieMQxIiiOC91VpStmejy9pZPk7atmhF5H4E7ArcIbxgmTRib_FpkzaSqy9bo9loWk_K7zcsyG2yDlrjfdT4i85cf2JDAhgwGbkQv_KEQnRQhniTfqqnK9pX3NDNwZ61-4tIewMGY_BoXPHAQfRJfyq2Xwia-pFxSaywXQNGfbl9LntzGjs9IrU-rrcgOZyeFM-kvktuNNx_zPCDZTgL6wOosfiolsMTJYbvecL_zu2xrpU16q9e-g9aSVnbqtOJ8a9ZfEn8WOXiEdQsPJLHkie75XhY1SMiDJF_RNjg5WtLLKdkGVhx80R-JwW_XNhT3r3EgYSaq89rykp2FJA0uaeBi0uyPgSS6Z-xOk3Frd9KGLGUzegj286Nk6Wd8SGnQLw4Pv7n8BLbYzTNvL-l9d8xzvDntPytJEnZ4xGzx2V6I_1Hj3doq3E3jSe4E3Tqyo_FlhSRsvTk9WemJcR2Ds7-LYmiTR2EbjsgcsREwa4bwE9q8GgGjKCqbalLWl-dShQQhHEehNpraAgusOBKRUowi2yYvJzArjA2xDVOaIkZDGzRSQmFjaRFq8xS9pOg5OREEEcQxwUA5EHgd8q_IirIvnt8H6VZqETSKRMLcV3KZlldvRvtN-t578_frZrbaDTsf8m_vsRy4c7gu-TLDSSj7gR_92ZJ7xfBLMn-GEoReB_x_8Oa3jrjbydc7BOXq2zHtXLH4OIXen9zd_nP7tkr-VrPF3-oO19O-_43ltWlM3ZloKPStnjY66cP6MaIoupbaNKaMO1NctRk6_S8AAP__NSIk0Q%2526data%3D05%25257C01%25257CReddy%252540DioceseofVenice.org%25257Cb45a26fc34ce4ff8b84308dbc0566c49%25257Cd0a4b1ea41dc486fbbe8f8977cb9c60b%25257C1%25257C0%25257C638315249659499976%25257CUnknown%25257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%25253D%25257C3000%25257C%25257C%25257C%2526sdata%3DLQ2xnoTf7gWbhT37nR9V4c1MJHk8ijncLvGaxks8eDQ%25253D%2526reserved%3D0%2F1%2F0100018bbb46a367-d507d098-2e6e-4d27-904b-4b5a45d7c291-000000%2FNoRZWaBv7QJzRftKOXli6O0gx0U%3D347&data=05%7C01%7Cardy%40dioceseofvenice.org%7Cd726a9659dd54760686008dbe2397090%7Cd0a4b1ea41dc486fbbe8f8977cb9c60b%7C1%7C0%7C638352508879058658%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z6jTjJEbrglfJEaDvhp%2B8LmryLBsXSCPhWbKxy8HFIA%3D&reserved=0

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD—SOLEMNITY

“They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house they saw the child with Mary his
mother. They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their treasures and
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” ~Matthew 2:10-11

All of God’s creation gives Him glory and praises Him by its very existence. Psalm 143 states, “Praise
him, sun, and moon; praise him, all shining stars. Praise him, highest heavens, you waters above the
heavens. Let them all praise the LORD’s name; for he commanded, and they were created...” Though
creation gives praise to God simply by existing and thus, revealing its Creator, today’s solemnity
commemorates the one moment in time when God used a star to manifest His eternal glory.

At the time of Jesus’ birth, it was commonly believed that a new star would appear whenever a new
ruler was born. The Father in Heaven used this belief to honor His Son Who was born as the new King.
The three Magi from the East were astrologers. When they saw this “new star,” they chose to follow it
to discover the new King. Creation itself, in the form of a star, pointed the way, thus giving glory to the
newborn King, manifesting Him to the whole world as symbolized by the Magi.

The word “Epiphany” means “manifestation.” Therefore, as we honor this moment in time when the
Christ Child was made manifest to the world, we need to look into our own hearts. There, we discover
Christ’s ongoing manifestation to us so that we can worship Him Who has also chosen to be born
within our hearts. We must diligently seek out that manifestation of God within us and respond to it in
the same ways that the Magi responded.

First of all, the Magi were determined. When they saw a sign from the heavens that pointed to a new
King, they stopped everything and departed in haste to find Him. When God speaks to you and
manifests Himself to you in some way, nothing could be more important than to be attentive to His
voice and follow His manifestation with the same haste.

The Magi brought the Christ Child gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. God was honored and
glorified through His creation by the giving of these gifts. God created gold to manifest His beauty and
dignity. It was a gift that symbolized kingship. When we ponder the natural gift of gold given to the
Christ Child, we are inspired to give Him our own gift of symbolic gold by prayerfully acknowledging
Him as our own King to whom we pledge our complete submission.

Made from the sap of trees found in India, northeastern Africa, and the Arabian Peninsula,
frankincense and myrrh are also fruits of God’s creation. Used in worship to symbolize prayers rising to
heaven, frankincense symbolizes the Christ Child’s divinity. We offer frankincense to Christ when we
acknowledge His divine nature, since He is God in the flesh. Often used in burial, myrrh honors the
Christ Child Who came to give His life as a sacrifice for many. We offer myrrh to profess our belief in
the saving power of Christ’s death on the Cross and our need for that gift of salvation.

As we celebrate the Solemnity of the Epiphany, try to see it as a historical event in which you are
invited to share. God wants to manifest Himself to you today. When this happens, you must respond
with faith and worship, giving God the greatest glory by giving Him your very life and offering Him your
spiritual gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.


https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matt%202.10-11

BAPTISM OF THE LORD—MONDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

“It happened in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized in the Jordan
by John. On coming up out of the water he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit, like a
dove, descending upon him. And a voice came from the heavens, “You are my beloved Son; with you |
am well pleased.” ~Mark 1:9—11

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord is a liturgical bridge that connects the Christmas season to
Ordinary Time. During the Christmas season we pondered the Incarnation, Nativity, Presentation in the
Temple, and Epiphany. Today, we see Jesus manifesting Himself to the world as He began His three
years of public ministry.

Jesus begins His ministry through an act of deep solidarity with the fallen human race. John the Baptist
had been preaching in the desert and offering a baptism of repentance. John’s baptism was not the
same as our baptism today. Instead, it was only a sign of one’s willingness to turn away from sin and
turn toward God. Jesus, of course, had nothing to repent of. He was sinless in every way. But that did
not stop Him from freely choosing to receive the baptism of repentance. Why would He do that?

Simply put, Jesus chose to unite Himself with fallen humanity, taking upon Himself our own sins and
suffering their consequences. He humbly allowed Himself to be identified as a sinner in need of
repentance. This was done out of love for us and out of His longing to become one with us so that we
could become one with Him.

By bowing His sacred head to receive the baptism of repentance, Jesus united Himself and His divinity
to everyone who had already chosen to repent. And He gave power to every forthcoming act of
repentance others would make, even until today. When we repent today, we meet Jesus in that same
water of repentance.

It was not only the Eternal Son Who was present at that baptism of repentance, but the Father and the
Holy Spirit as well. The Spirit descended upon Jesus in the form of a dove, and the Father’s Voice
spoke to acknowledge His oneness with His Son. Therefore, every time we make a humble act of
repentance, such as when we combine the crucifixion, the Trinity, and holy water upon entering a
church and blessing ourselves, we not only meet our Lord but also receive the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit and share more fully in our adoption as sons and daughters of the Father in Heaven.

As we commemorate Jesus’ baptism liturgically, we celebrate the fact that our Christian baptism was
the beginning of this new unity with the Holy Trinity. But we also celebrate our oneness with God,
which is renewed every time we make an interior act of repentance for our sins. If we fully understood
what happens every time, we acknowledge our sins and repent of them, we would never grow tired of
repenting. Every time we acknowledge and repent of our sin, we meet Christ anew, receive a greater
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and affirm and deepen our adoption by the Father in Heaven.


https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Mark%201.9%E2%80%9311

