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Father Anthony Hewitt, JCL, Pastor
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 181, Boca Grande, Florida 33921
(941) 964 - 2254
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Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 & 10:30 am
Mon-Fri 8:00 am
First Saturday Anointing After 5:00 pm vigil
Sacrament of Penance By appointment
e R Parish website address: ourladyofmercy.church

L BOCA GRANDE, FOONIDA Online Giving: ourladyofmercy.church

Father Anthony email: anthony.hewitt@olomcc.org

Office Hours, Monday - Friday 8:00am-4pm

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER MAY 3, 2026

Gospel of John Reflection
“Where [ am going you know the way.” Thomas said to
him, “Master, we do not know where you are going; how
can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “l am the way
and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.”John 14:4-6

In addition to His parables and moral teachings, Jesus S R s ! !
revealed to His disciples’ deep mysteries in a direct way that they d1d not 1mmed1ately
comprehend, especially when He spoke to the Twelve in intimate settings, such as the Last Supper,
the context for today’s Gospel. In this discourse, Jesus explains, in veiled form, that He will soon
ascend into Heaven where He will prepare a place for His followers. He explains that because they
know Him, they know the way to where He is going—the way to the Father—because He Himself
is that Way. As Jesus spoke these mysterious truths, we can imagine the Twelve listening
attentively, yet with confusion.

Within the Scriptures, we find all we need to know to attain perfect holiness and the eternal life of
Heaven. Yet we cannot quickly digest Jesus’ words as we might an intriguing novel or history book.
There are many layers of depth to what He says, and we can only understand those layers through

prayer.

As the conversation continued, “Philip said to him, ‘Master, show us the Father, and that will be
enough for us.” Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you for so long a time and you still do not know
me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?”
(John 14:8-9). Jesus’ response likely surprised Philip and the other disciples because they did not
understand what He was saying. Their intention was good—they wanted to understand—but
Jesus’ words were more than they could comprehend at that moment. Despite this, Jesus gently
rebuked Philip as a way of drawing him deeper into the mystery He was revealing. God often treats
us the same way. There are many things that we do not understand. Why do innocent people
suffer? Why doesn’t God heal my loved one in answer to my prayers? Why do my children no
longer practice the faith? What am I supposed to do with my life?



Just as Philip struggled to understand Jesus’ words, we, too, face moments of confusion when God’s
ways seem beyond our grasp. God’s answer to life’s most challenging questions is rarely
straightforward or immediate. Why? Because such an approach can never fully satisfy the depth of
our hearts. Instead, God reveals a kernel of truth to us and then invites us to ponder it, revealing
the divine mystery we seek to understand little by little, to the degree we are open.

The answers we seek come only as we conform our wills to God’s, patiently opening ourselves to
His Wisdom. Divine mysteries can only be understood through prayer and deep attentiveness to
the truths in God’s mind. Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Only by uniting ourselves to Him

in prayer will we discover the path we must walk, the truth we need to hear, and the life we are
called to live.

Reflect today on anything we struggle to understand. See ourselves as one of the Twelve, listening
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to Jesus speak, but failing to comprehend. Do not be discouraged; instead, allow
the fullness of Jesus’ divine Truth to sink in gradually. Spend time in prayer,
read the Gospels, be open, and listen from the depths of our heart. Seek out His
gentle voice and know that He is our Way, Truth, and Life. Let Him lead us and
reveal to us the mysteries of His divine Wisdom so that we, too, know the way
to the Father in Heaven. Amen.

Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Faith Appeal 2026
Parish assessment this year is $144,000 ($58,825.00 collected as of April 20) Envelopes are
available at the front of the church. Please make checks payable to the Catholic Faith Appealand in
the memo write Our Lady of Mercy Parish so that we receive proper credit for your donation. Every
dollar given to the CFA helps us reach our goal. May God continue to bless our generous parish. Fr.
Anthony
Catholic Faith Appeal (CFA) Prayer

O Lord, Giver of Life and Source of Freedom. We know that all we have is received from your hand.
Gracious and loving God, you call us to be stewards of your Abundance, the caretakers of all you
have entrusted to us. Help us always to use your gifts wisely and teach us to share them
) generously with those in need. Send the Holy Spirit to work through us, bringing
\ vy are | Your message to those we serve. May our faithful stewardship be a witness to the

".':.’;_fbr (=] love of Jesus Christ in our lives. We pray with grateful hearts in the name of Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen

We are hopeful that 100% of our Parish community will respond to the 2026
Catholic Faith Appeal to successfully meet and perhaps exceed our goal. Please
prayerfully consider giving to the Annual Catholic Faith Appeal 2026, with a
pledge or one-time gift.

How to usea QR Code to Donate: s 20,

bay Open your smartphone camera and hover over the QR Code. Safe Environment Training (SET) - As part of the Safe

2. Click the pop up on your smartphoné to open the giving webpage.  Environment Program, the Diocese of Venice Requires

s that all employees and those volunteers who work with
children and/or vulnerable adults be fingerprinted and complete online training in SET prior to beginning
employment or volunteering. Please visit the Diocese of Venice website. To report any abuse against minors to the
Florida Department of Children and Families please call 800-962-2873. Further, if Diocesan personnel or volunteers
are involved, notify the Diocesan Victims Assistance Coordinator, Susan Benton, at 941-416-6114.
Thank vou all for your time, talent, and treasure!




