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SOLEMINITY OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY MAY 31, 2026

Gospel of John Reflection
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not
sz perish but might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the
&« world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through
N\ #im. Whoever believes in him will not be condemned, but whoever does
\\\' not believe has already been condemned, because he has not believed in
the name of the only Son of God, John 3:16-18

s Saint John the Apostle is identified in his Gospel as “the disciple whom
' Jesus loved,” a title that appears multiple times and has been consistently
< 7745 understood in the Church’s tradition to refer to John himself (cf. John
13523 19 26 O 2 21 7; 21:20). By calling himself the beloved disciple, John was revealing his
interior experience of the perfect love he encountered in Jesus. Certainly, Jesus loved everyone—
equally and without limit. Yet John includes this personal designation not to claim favoritism, but
to offer a personal testimony to the divine love made manifest in Christ’s humanity—love he
experienced firsthand and which changed his life.

Love plays a central role in John’s writings—not only in his Gospel but also in his letters and the
Book of Revelation. In his First Letter, likely written to the Christian communities he helped
convert and shepherd, John declares: “God is love, and whoever remains in love remains in God
and God in him” (1 John 4:16). This is both a personal sentiment and a profound theological
affirmation. John speaks from both divine inspiration and lived experience; he had walked with
Love Incarnate. To say “God is love” is to profess that love is not something God merely does—it is
who God is. God’s love is not a feeling, not sentimentality, but the pure, self-giving, eternal
communion of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—a love that precedes and surpasses all creation.

At the very heart of today’s Solemnity, God is Love in His very essence, love naturally flows from
His divine nature in superabundance. God loves because He is Love. Today’s Gospel reveals the
most perfect expression of that divine essence: “God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son..." This eternal, Trinitarian love is made visible in time when the Father sends the Son,
conceived by the overshadowing of the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary.



Why does God give His Son? So that we might not perish but have eternal life. That is, so we may
be drawn into the very life of God—into the Trinitarian communion of love. God desires to rescue
us from condemnation and to share with us His Divine Existence.

This is the essence of Divine Love. This is the Trinity. And this is the
astonishing invitation extended to every soul: To believe in the Son is to begin
participating in the eternal love that flows ceaselessly between the Father and
the Son in the Holy Spirit—a love that never ends. We are invited to be caught
up by the love of God into Love Himself: the eternal communion of the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.

Trinity Sunday is set apart on the Church’s calendar to renew our awe, deepen our understanding,
and intensify our worship of the central mystery of our faith: that God is One in essence and Three
in Persons. While every liturgy honors the Trinity—through prayer to the Father, in the Son, by
the power of the Holy Spirit—this solemnity invites us to pause and gaze more intentionally into
the inner life of God as it has been revealed to us. We do not celebrate a theological abstraction but
a divine Personhood: the eternal exchange of love between the Father and the Son, perfectly
expressed and eternally proceeding in the Holy Spirit.

Reflect today on the Most Holy Trinity. We were made to share in Their Life and Love. Though the
fullness of the 7rinityremains a mystery beyond human grasp, it is not beyond human encounter.
Through grace, revelation, and contemplative union, God draws us to Himself—not to explain
Himself, but to be consumed by Him. Celebrate this day by repeatedly praying one of the most
ancient and simple prayers of the Church: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen!

Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Faith Appeal 2026

Parish assessment this year is $144,000 ($84,075.00 collected as of May 26) Envelopes are available
at the front of the church. Please make checks payable to the Catholic Faith Appealand in the memo
write Our Lady of Mercy Parish so that we receive proper credit for your donation. Every dollar
given to the CFA helps us reach our goal. May God continue to bless our generous
m parish. Fr. Anthony. We are hopeful that 100% of our Parish community will
| B ot i respond to the 2026 Catholic Faith Appeal to successfully meet and perhaps exceed
g " “" £: our goal. Please prayerfully consider giving to the Annual Catholic Faith Appeal
2026, with a pledge or one-time gift. Thank you all for your time, talent, and

treasure!

: How to use a QR Code to Donate: 2

5 1. Open your smartphone camera and hover overthe QR Code.

; 2 ":;Cﬁck the pbp up on:your smartphonef'm.op:cr_)ﬁ the giving webpage. ;
Safe Environment Training (SET) - As part of the Safe Environment Program, the Diocese of
Venice Requires that all employees and those volunteers who work with children and/or
vulnerable adults be fingerprinted and complete online training in SET prior to beginning
employment or volunteering. Please visit the Diocese of Venice website. To report any abuse
against minors to the Florida Department of Children and Families please call 800-962-2873.
Further, if Diocesan personnel or volunteers are involved, notify the Diocesan Victims Assistance
Coordinator, Susan Benton, at 941-416-6114.

Our Lady of Mercy, Pray for Us!



