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Jesus’ goal in His hometown was not to convince the people that He was the Son of God, the
Messiah. He could have easily convinced them of this by the most incredible of miracles and
proved Who He was. But doing so would have undermined the reason He came. He came to
ignite authentic faith in people’s hearts, not to convince them through clever reasoning or by
the proof of miracles. Miracles were offered to those who already had faith, to increase their
faith and to show them mercy. But when one lacked faith, a miracle could not increase that
which was absent. It might have convinced them on a rational level, or at least impressed them

greatly, but that is not true faith.

By analogy, say your spouse said to you, ‘I love you,” and your response was “Prove it.” How
would they do so? What could they do to prove that they truly love you? Perhaps they could
show charity, kindness, compassion and the like. These qualities certainly are manifestations
of authentic love. But deep down, no one can prove they love another. Instead, love must be
offered and received in a spiritual way. When that happens, each person somehow simply
knows they love and are loved. This is the mystery of spiritual and authentic love.

The same is true with faith. Faith can’t be proved. It can’t be analyzed rationally. It must be
embraced and lived. If the people in Jesus’ hometown were to have faith in Him, this gift of
faith would start within their own souls. They would look at Him and listen to Him. By their
openness and a special personal revelation from God, they would come to know and to believe
Who He was. Faith comes first from within when God communicates to the heart.

Parish Accountant Needed
Our parish is looking to hire an accountant. It is a part time job (20 hours a week), in a pastoral
setting with the added benefit of working for the glory of God and His Church. Contact Fr.
Anthony at anthony.hewitt@olomcc.org. Please pray that we fill this important position in the
administration of the church. St. Joseph the Worker, Pray for Us.

Safe Environment Training - As part of the Safe Environment Program, the Diocese of
Venice requires that all employees and those volunteers who work with children and/or
vulnerable adults be fingerprinted and complete online training in Safe Environment prior to



beginning employment or volunteering. Please visit dioceseofvenice.org for further information.
To report any abuse against minors to the Florida Department of Children and Families please
call 800-962-2873. Further, if Diocesan personnel or volunteers are involved, also notify the
Diocesan Victims Assistance Coordinator, Susan Benton, at 941-416-6114.

Prayer for Safety in Hurricane Season
O God, Master of this passing world, hear the humble voices of your children. The Sea of
Galilee obeyed Your order and returned to its former quietude. You are still the Master of land
and sea. We live in the shadow of a danger over which we have no control: the Gulf, like a
provoked and angry giant, can awake from its seeming lethargy, overstep its conventional
boundaries, invade our land, and spread chaos and disaster. During this hurricane season we
turn to You, O loving Father. Spare us from past tragedies whose memories are still so vivid
and whose wounds seem to refuse to heal with passing of time. O Virgin, Star of the Sea, Our
beloved Mother, we ask you to plead with your Son on our behalf, so that spared from the
calamities common to this area and animated with a true spirit of gratitude, we will walk in the
footsteps of your Divine Son to reach the heavenly Jerusalem, where a stormless eternity
awaits us. Amen. [Composed by Most Rev. Maurice Schexnayder (1895-1981), Second Bishop
of Lafayette (1956-1973), following Hurricane Audrey in 1957]

Prayer to Protect Them Both
Ever-living God, you give life and desire a future for all your children. Take hold of our nation,
state, and community and awaken in every heart awe for the gift of life. Send your Spirit to
strengthen us with wisdom and fortitude as we defend mothers and children in Florida from
laws that disregard their health and safety. Mary and Joseph trusted in you and welcomed
Jesus into our broken world. God Almighty, we ask their intercession to protect the preborn and
their mothers, and to guide all parents in raising their children. May they help us build a
civilization of love by upholding the sacredness of life and accompanying pregnant women in
need. We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Our Lady, Mother of the Family, pray for us! St. Joseph, protector of the unborn, pray for us!

Medical Association Conference - The Catholic Medical Association 93 Annual Educational
Conference is September 5-7, at Caribe Royal Resort in Orlando. The theme is Imago Dei —
Made in His Image: Male & Female He Created Them. The keynote speaker is Jesuit Father
Robert Spitzer. To register and for more information, please visit www.cathmed.org.

A Walk with Jesus for Grieving Parents - The pain from grief can be extreme, but the death
of a child is even more intense. Parents experience an emptiness like no other. If you are
mourning the loss of a child (from infancy to adulthood), consider attending a Catholic faith-
based weekend retreat from Friday, October 11 until Sunday October 13 at Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Retreat Center, 3989 S. Moon Drive, Venice. Deacon Henry De Mena will lead
the Retreat. The cost is $150.00 per person based on double occupancy and $250.00 for
single occupancy. Financial assistance is available. To register contact Jim Gontis

at gontis @dioceseofvenice.org for further information.




