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Gospel of Luke Reflection

Jesus entered a village where a woman whose name was Martha welcomed him. She had a
sister named Mary who sat beside the Lord at hls feet 1zsten1ng to him Speak
Luke 10:38-39 S

It’s interesting that it was Martha who welcomed Jesus, but it was Mary who
sat at His feet listening to Him. As the story goes on, we discover that Martha
took her responsibility for hospitality seriously; she was very busy preparing a
meal. But it appears that Mary needed a different form of hospitality from our
Lord Himself. As Martha prepared to feed Jesus to care for His physical hunger,
Mary sought to be fed by our Lord so as to feed her spiritual hunger. And
interestingly, it was the generosity of Martha who was diligent in preparing the
meal that made it possible for her sister to receive the spiritual food she longed for.

When we read this story, we can easily become critical of Martha because she complained to
Jesus about her sister. It is easy to see Martha’s frustration in her words, “Lord, do you not care
that my sister has left me by myself to do the serving? Tell her to help me.” And though Martha
may have been a little impatient, Jesus’ response to her was gentle and corrective. “Martha,
Martha, you are anxious and worried about many things. There is need of only one thing. Mary
has chosen the better part, and it will not be taken from her.” What was that “better part?” It
was Mary’s prayerful attentiveness to Jesus. She was hungry for His teaching, and Jesus offered
it to her in a very personal and loving way. And though this image of Mary before Jesus is a
beautiful image to ponder and to use as a model of our own prayer, there is also something
important to be said about Martha’s role in making Mary'’s prayer possible.

Because Martha was diligent in taking care of the duties of hospitality, Mary felt the freedom to
sit at Jesus’ feet. Perhaps the ideal response from Martha would have been to notice that Mary
was being spiritually fed by our Lord and to rejoice in that fact, giving her the continued
freedom to sit at Jesus’ feet. If Martha would have realized this, then she would have continued
working in the background so that her sister could continue listening to Jesus. But even though
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Martha did interrupt this sacred moment for her sister, the fact remains that her initial
diligence in taking care of preparing the meal did give Mary some time alone with Jesus.

In a similar way, we will all be given various opportunities in life to take care of the mundane
daily tasks that are needed within a family or community. It is easy to fall into the trap of
thinking that unless everyone does their equal part, then things are not fair. But being “fair”
must not be our focus. True charity, especially within the family, means that, first and
foremost, we look for opportunities to better the lives of those around us. For example,
spending extra time cleaning a home so that others can enjoy it more adds much to family life.
Or spending hours preparing a nice meal for family or friends may afford everyone the
opportunity of spending time well together. These are only a couple of the countless ways that
our diligence and generosity toward others is fruitful, especially within family life.

Reflect, today, upon these two women and the unique calling they each were given at the time
of Jesus’ visit to their house. One was called to be fed by our Lord as she sat at His feet. The
other was called to work hard to make it easier for her sister to receive that spiritual
nourishment. Know that both callings are important. For that reason, if God calls us to be more
like Martha at times, rejoice in that fact and work hard at serving in many ways. If God calls us
to be more like Mary at times, then rejoice in those moments and sit prayerfully at the feet of
our Lord, being fed by His holy Words. Amen.

Catholic Faith Appeal (CFA) 2025

Our Lady of Mercy Parish Assessment: $123,000.00
Pledged as of July 5: $112,315.00
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o : Envelopes and CFA pamphlets are available on the
) fﬂrggﬁﬁg:{fm table at th.e door i'n the church or donations can be
the LOrt... e eir | made online, designate our Lady of Mercy Parish
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https://dioceseofvenice.orqg/ways-to-give/cfa/

Safe Environment Training (SET) - As part of the Safe Environment Program, the Diocese of
Venice Requires that all employees and those volunteers who work with children and/or
vulnerable adults be fingerprinted and complete online training in SET prior to beginning
employment or volunteering. Please visit the Diocese of Venice website. To report any abuse
against minors to the Florida Department of Children and Families please call 800-962-2873.
Further, if Diocesan personnel or volunteers are involved, notify the Diocesan Victims
Assistance Coordinator, Susan Benton, at 941-416-6114.

Thank you for sharing your Time, Talent, and Treasure!



