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OUR LADY OF MERCY PARISH

Father Anthony Hewitt, JCL, Pastor
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 181, Boca Grande, Florida 33921
(941) 964 - 2254
Mass Schedule:

Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 & 10:30 am
Mon-Fri 8:00 am
First Saturday Anointing After 5:00 pm vigil
Sacrament of Penance By appointment
R AT e it Parish website address: ourladyofmercy.church

| ocagrmersionoa | Online Giving: ourladyofmercy.church

Father Anthony email: anthony.hewitt@olomcc.org
NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME AUGUST 10, 2025

Gospel of Luke Reflection i
Jesus said to his disciples: “Gird your loins and light your lamps and be like servants who
await their master’s return from a wedding, ready to open immediately
when he comes and knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the
master finds vigilant on his arrival. Amen, I say to you, he will gird
himself, have the servants recline at table, and proceed to wait on
them.” Luke 12:35-37

Vigilance, hard work, determination, attentiveness, fidelity—these are some of the
qualities that Jesus is speaking about. To “gird your loins” means that we are
immediately prepared for some challenging tasks. We are ready for the hard work = :
ahead and are committed to it. To “light your lamps” implies that we are not in the dark but that our mmd
is enlightened in such a way that we are able to see that which is the will of God.

As we go through life, it is easy to become complacent in the things of faith. It is easy to become lazy,
disinterested, distracted, and unfocused. This parable goes on to speak of a thief who tries to break into a
house in the middle of the night. This is Jesus’ way of saying that the evil one, with his lies and attacks, is
constant, vicious, forceful, and unpredictable. For that reason, we must never grow tired of being vigilant
in the spiritual life and must always be attentive to the light of God’s voice.

How attentive are we to the mission of Christ daily? This is an essential question to answer honestly. Most
people will find that they become distracted from the mission God has given to them. We experience
countless things every day that compete for our attention. Many of those competing voices might not
appear to be sinful. For example, perhaps a certain hobby has become the dominant focus of our free time.
Or perhaps responsibilities at work have spilled over into your family time. Or perhaps some painful or
even enjoyable experience has had your full attention for some time. Though it is obvious that sinful
distractions in life are evil, it might not always be as obvious that there are many other neutral distractions
that are a real problem. The problems they can produce are a lack of attentiveness to the will of God and a
lack of readiness to engage the will of God the moment He calls.

Imagine, for example, that a very important person calls you to ask for a favor. Most likely we would drop
all we were doing and respond immediately. But, sadly, when the King of the Universe attempts to speak to
us and inspire us to some mission, we can be too distracted to even listen, let alone respond with
immediacy and zeal. This is a problem. If, however, a person is continually attentive to the voice of God and
responds to His interior promptings as soon as they are received, then Jesus says that this person is truly



blessed and that He will “have the servants recline at table and proceed to wait on them.” In other words,
the result of being vigilant in our attentiveness to the inspirations of God is that God Himself will reward us
with His service. He will invite us to the table of spiritual rest, peace, joy, and fulfillment. He will serve us
His mercy, which will be more than we could ever imagine.

Reflect, today, upon the call from God to always be attentive to His voice the instant He speaks. Reflect
upon how aware we are of His constant presence in our life and His ongoing communication. Know that if
we can form a habit of always listening, then we will never miss out on the grace-filled mission given to us
by our Lord. Always listen to Him, seek out His still and gentle voice, and be ready to respond to Him every
time He calls. Amen.

The Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Friday, August 15, 2025,
is a Holy Day of Obligation.
Morning Mass is at 9:00 am.
On this day the Church acknowledges and celebrates the fact that Mary,
the Mother of God, was assumed into Heaven at the end of her earthly
life. "The Most Blessed Virgin Mary, when the course of her earthly life
was completed, was taken up body and soul into the glory of heaven,
where she already shares in the glory of her Son’s Resurrection,
anticipating the resurrection of all members of his Body.” (CCC 974)

0 Immaculate Mary, Assumed into heaven, you who are most blessed in the vision of God: of God the Father
who exalted you among all creatures, of God the Son who willed that you bear Him as your Son and that you
should be His Mother, of God the Holy Spirit who accomplished the human conception of the Savior in you.

O Mary, most pure O Mary, most sweet and beautiful O Mary, strong and thoughtful woman O Mary, poor and
sorrowful O Mary, virgin and mother woman very human like Eve, more than Eve. You are near to God by your
grace and by your privileges in your mysteries in your mission, in your glory. O Mary, assumed into the glory
of Christ in the complete and transfigured perfection of our human nature. 0 Mary, gate of heaven mirror of
divine light ark of the Covenant between God and mankind, let our souls fly after you let them fly long your
radiant path, transported by a hope that the world does not contain eternal beatitude. Comfort us from
heaven, O merciful Mother, and guide us along your ways of purity and hope till the day of that blessed
meeting with you and with your divine Son our Savior, Jesus. Amen! (Saint Paul VI)

Catholic Faith Appeal (CFA) 2025
Our Lady of Mercy Parish Assessment: $123,000.00
Pledged as of August 2: $122,615.00
Envelopes and CFA pamphlets are available on the table at the door in the church
or donations can be made online, designate Our Lady of Mercy Parish

the pnarlen.gs fo :
U et https://dioceseofvenice.org/ways-to-give/cfa/

Safe Environment Training (SET) - As part of the Safe Environment Program, the Diocese of Venice Requires that
all employees and those volunteers who work with children and/or vulnerable adults be fingerprinted and complete
online training in SET prior to beginning employment or volunteering. Please visit the Diocese of Venice website. To
report any abuse against minors to the Florida Department of Children and Families please call 800-962-2873.
Further, if Diocesan personnel or volunteers are involved, notify the Diocesan Victims Assistance Coordinator, Susan

Benton, at 941-416-6114.
Thank you for sharing your Time, Talent, and Treasure!



