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% OUR LADY OF MERCY PARISH
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‘ Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 & 10:30 am
Mon-Friday: 8:00 am
First Saturday Anointing: After 5:00 pm vigil
Sacrament of Penance: By appointment
Parish website address: ourladyofmercy.church
Online Giving: ourladyofmercy.church
Father Anthony email: anthony.hewitt@olomcc.org
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IT'WENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, OCTOBER 4, 2026
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My Spirit Rejoices in God my Savior ™

EUCHARISTIC ROSARY CONCRESS
October 3-9,2026

‘The Eucharistic
Rosary Congress
includes Mass,
Adoration of the
< Blessed Sacrament,
and the Rosary

lll'ﬂ_\'L'd u\'ur_\'_ h()ll[’

Join us for the
Diocese of Venice
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Rosary Congress!

‘The theme of this
year's Rosary Congress while the Eucharist
is is exposed.
My Spirit Rejorces in
God my Savior

(Luke 1:47)

National Rosary Congress on Friday, October 9, our
parish will participate. We will begin with Mass at 8:00
am. Adoration will begin at 8:30 am. At the beginning
of each hour, we are encouraged to pray the rosary.
Benediction will take place at 3:00 pm. All are invited
to spend some time in prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament on this special day.

Gospel of Matthew Reflection
Jesus said to them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures:
The stone that the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone; by the Lord has this been done, and it is

wonderful in our eyes! Therefore, I say to you, the kingdom of

God will be taken away from you and given to a people that will produce its fruit.” Matthew 21:42-43

The Parable of the Wicked Tenants is rich in Old Testament imagery. The image of the vineyard
comes from the Prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 5:1-7) and represents the people of Israel. The landowner is
God, who, from the time of Abraham, has lovingly and intentionally cultivated His people. The
hedge, tower, and winepress symbolize God’s providential care, protection, and the structure He
established for their spiritual growth, respectively.

The tenants are the religious elite of Israel who were entrusted with guiding the people in holiness.
The servants sent by the landowner are the prophets—faithful messengers consistently rejected and
mistreated. Finally, the son is Jesus Himself, sent by the Father as the culmination of His divine

outreach.



The parable ends in tragedy with the son’s murder. Yet from that tragedy arises a new beginning:
“The kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that will produce its
fruit” (Matthew 21:43). Though Jesus was addressing the religious leaders of His time—the scribes,
Pharisees, chief priests, Sadducees, and elders—His enduring promise of a new beginning speaks to
us today.

We are invited to be part of the people to whom God now entrusts His vineyard, the Church.
Today, the hedge, winepress, and tower represent the Sacraments, the teaching authority of the
Church, Sacred Scripture, and the communion of the faithful. God continues to cultivate His
vineyard with great care, expecting it to bear fruit through our lives of holiness, fidelity, charity,
and truth. Each of us, as members of the Body of Christ, is called to receive this trust with
gratitude and to labor diligently for the Kingdom, never forgetting the price paid by the Son who
was cast out and killed for our redemption.

Sometimes, when we speak of “the Church,” we do so as if it was some distant place. Our minds
may turn immediately to the Vatican, the pope, or the local bishop. While these shepherds hold
crucial and foundational roles within the vineyard, we need to understand the Church in a more
encompassing way. To use the image from today’s parable, the vineyard and the fruit it is meant to
bear are not equated exclusively with the tenants, the servants, the son, or even the landowner.
The vineyard itself represents the entire people of God. The fruit it produces is the grace-filled
witness of lives transformed by faith. This includes all of us: clergy, religious, and laity alike. Every
member of the Church is a laborer in the vineyard, called to work together, under the guidance of
Christ, the true Son, and to offer to the Father a rich harvest of justice, mercy, and truth.

Reflect today on how to make this parable our personal calling. The Kingdom of God has been
partly entrusted to us to be one who will labor for the salvation of souls— “people that will produce
its fruit.” The work of evangelization is an ongoing and urgent mission. In what ways is God calling
us to work in His Divine Vineyard? Is it through faithful prayer, by which the vines of grace are
pruned and nourished? Is it through the work of harvesting, where we draw others to Christ by our
words, our witness, and our works of love! Is it through quiet perseverance in suffering, offered in
union with the Crucified One? However, God calls us, do not delay. Receive His trust with
humility and labor with joy. The vineyard is His, but the fruit depends, in part, on us. Amen.

Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Faith Appeal 2026
Parish assessment this year is $144,000 ($122,364.74 collected as of September 28) Envelopes are
available at the front of the church. Please make checks payable to the Catholic
Faith Appeal and in the memo write Our Lady of Mercy Parish so that we receive
proper credit for your donation. We are hopeful that 100% of our Parish
community will respond to the 2026 Catholic Faith Appeal to successfully meet
and perhaps exceed our goal. Please prayerfully consider giving to the Annual
Catholic Faith Appeal 2026, with a pledge or one-time gift.

Mary, Mother of Life

Respect Life Month

The Second collection today is for Respect Life



