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NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                        AUGUST 13, 2023 
 
 

ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
 
The Holy Day of Obligation Mass for The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is on Tuesday 
August 15 at 9:00 am. This special feast day became so by decree of Pope Pius XII in 1950: “…by 
the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, of the Blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, and by our own 
authority, we pronounce, declare, and define it to be a divinely revealed dogma: that the Immaculate 
Mother of God, the ever Virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was assumed 
body and soul into heavenly glory. Hence if anyone, which God forbid, should dare willfully to deny or 
to call into doubt that which we have defined, let him know that he has fallen away completely from the 
divine and Catholic Faith.” Munificentissimus Deus, Pope Pius XII, 1950 
 
Our beloved Mother, assumed into Heaven, you are the Immaculate Conception, the Ever-Virgin Mary, 
the Mother of God. As we honor your glorious Assumption into Heaven, please pray for us and for all 
your children. In Heaven, you are honored by your Son and your prayers are most effective. We 
believe this with all our heart and entrust ourselves, our families, Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church, 
and the entire world to your motherly care and intercession. Mary, assumed into Heaven, pray for us.  

 

TRUST IN THE LORD 

 

Our Lord sent His disciples to row across the lake, knowing that they would meet strong, gale-force 
headwinds and be in danger.  He did this because He wanted to strengthen their faith and trust in 
Himself.  He intended to come to them at the right moment, working two miracles – walking on the 
water and calming the storm.  This He did and the result was as He had intended – their faith in Him 
was strengthened, they declared He was the Messiah, the Chosen of God.  Peter, already the 
recognized leader, and always the most daring among them, showed himself ready to risk drowning in 
order to prove his trust and confidence in Christ.  While he trusted in Christ, all went well, but when his 
faith weakened, he would have been lost were it not for the outstretched helping hand of his master.  
This was also a very necessary lesson in the education of Peter and his companions. 

For us, too, there is a necessary lesson in this incident.  It is that we must continue to trust in Christ 
and his loving Father, even when God seems to have deserted us.  Most of the troubles and trials of 
our lives are caused by the injustice and lack of charity of our fellowmen. 
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The remainder can be attributed to our own defects and sins or to some weakness in our mental and 
bodily make-up.  But God foresees all these misfortunes and can prevent them. Instead, he lets them 
take their course, because they can and should be the means of educating us in our knowledge of life’s 
true meaning and they should draw us closer to him. 

Christ foresaw the storm and the grave risk His Apostles would run when He sent them off across the 
lake.  But that trail and the grave danger they ran was for their own good, because they learned to 
realize that He was from God, and they could always trust Him.  Our trials and our earthly ailments are 
also foreseen by God ad permitted by him (even if inflected on us by a sinful fellowman) so that they 
will draw us closer to Him and help us on the road to heaven. 

This they will do, if we accept them and bear with them until He comes to our aid.  Our troubles in life 
are like the growing pains of our youth – they are necessary if we are to arrive at our full stature as 
sons of God.  They form, mold, and shape our religious character and bring us closer to God – if we 
allow them to do so.  For the lukewarm Christian who rebels against God because of his earthly 
sufferings, they can do the opposite.  He cannot see the purpose and value of suffering because he 
has never seriously pondered or grasped the real meaning of this life and God’s loving plans for him. 

As in the first reading today, God may not be in the tornadoes or earthquakes or roaring fires, nor does 
He cause them perhaps, but He is ever near to His true children when such calamities occur.  He has a 
purpose in every trial or tribulation which crosses the path of our lives, a purpose always to our eternal 
advantage if only we will see and accept His will in these trials. 

-Excerpted from The Sunday Reading by Fr. Kevin O’Sullivan, O.F.M.  

 

PRAYER FOR SAFETY IN HURRICANE SEASON 

O God, Master of this passing world, hear the humble voices of your children. 
The Sea of Galilee obeyed Your order and returned to its former quietude. 

You are still the Master of land and sea. 
We live in the shadow of a danger over which we have no control: 

the Gulf, like a provoked and angry giant, can awake from its seeming lethargy, overstep its 
conventional boundaries, invade our land, and spread chaos and disaster. 

During this hurricane season we turn to You, O loving Father. 
Spare us from past tragedies whose memories are still so vivid and whose wounds seem to refuse to 

heal with passing of time. 
O Virgin, Star of the Sea, our beloved Mother, we ask you to plead with your Son on our behalf, so that 

spared from the calamities common to this area and animated with a true spirit of gratitude, we will 
walk in the footsteps of your Divine Son to reach the heavenly Jerusalem, where a stormless eternity 

awaits us.     Amen. 
 

 

FOOD PANTRY  
 

Please remember the food pantry at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Grove City. They are always in need 
of non-perishable (and unopened) food items. Please take advantage of those BOGO (buy one get one 
free) items at the local grocery stores. Please place donated items in the plastic bin under the table 
inside the church. This week they are requesting paper products and detergents. 
 


